New view of WA brothers

ROTHER Barry Coldrey readily

admits some of his history of the

Chnstian Brothers and childcare in
WA, soon 1o be released, will shock some
people. Bul he expects the shocked will
mainly be conservalive lypes, casily
olfended.

The saga of the brothers, of which he is
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Governments set up a siwation which

guarantced - thal church workers '—
untrained, ordinary working-class pecopic -

— were always wnder stress.” -

.He also points oul governmenis of the
1920s, 30s and 40s expected children in
carc 1o lcarn the value of work:  hard,
manual work was considered appropnate.”

For the brothers to get subsidies for -
their institutions’ b_uuldm%;, he says,
governmenis even insisted the boys work

a member, and their involvement in
boys’ institutions, however, does have a
lot of scope for shock.

_And in any frank discussion of the ST e e e SR S B e e T on their consiruction. - S
instilutions” history and the allegations . : 3o TR TR 2 o fun a3 ieait1E Frieym b L As well as learming how 1o work, "the
theory went, the boys would lcarn a trade

that have swirled round them, Brother
Coldrey says, there is likely 1o be some-
thing offensive.

What those things will be exactly, he is
nol yel prepared to reveal. He would
rather wait until his book, The Scheme:
The Christian Brothers and Childcare in
Western Australia, is released in mid
Movember.

Brother Coldrey joined the brothers in
Melbourne in 1958, He gained a PhD for
researching links belween the education
given by Christian Brothers in Ireland
and the development of the IRA, 50 he is
no siranger lo conlroversy.

In 1991 the brothers in WA invited

him 10 write the history of their
orphanages at Clontarl, Castledare,
Bindoon and Tardun.

It was to be a cclebralion of the
brothers' combined 210 years of service
and an investigation of the :tllfiplinn: of
abuse of orphanage inmates during the

Keaney College,

run by the Christian Brothers in WA. INSET: Barry M. Coldrey.

era of child migration.

Brother Coldrey does not shrink from

the idea such abuse happened. But he is
keen for such unfortunate episodes not to
overshadow the achievementis of the
brothers in Catholic education in WAL
State governmenis of carlier decades
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“have got out of this whole business very
lightly”, he says. “For 40 yecars, the State
paid a subsidy of just eight shillings per
week for kids in institutions,

“With that amount of money there was
a limit 1o what you could do. The
resources  just  weren't  there.

and gain on-the-job expericnce as well - - .

Brother Coldrey recognises the history
of the Christian Brothers in Australia

may be drawing to a close. Although,. .
there are still several hundred brothers ink! |
the Order which was once 5o strong, theiry. -
numbers are dwindling and their average 7 |

age is increasing.
But

he says, they are still :Etivt'.:iﬁ'ff'.

schools and institutions and new arcas .- |

including caring for AIDS victims., And”’
the Catholic' community still values their -
ly that there 15 an wproar

scrvices so hi

whencver they Iry -0 discngage’

themselves from their schools and hand--:

over completely to lay people.
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