Christian Brothers bhook
a whitewash — VOICES

HE book The
Scheme — The
Christian Broth-

ers and Childeare in
Western Ausiralia, has
heen called a white-
wash by those batthing
for justice from the
Catholic Church,

Written by Dr Darry
Coldrey, the hook was
commissioned by the
Christian Brothers in re-
sponse 10 several hiogra-
phics that have lefll the
brothers smarung lrom
allegations of Cruclty,
child lasbour scams and
sexual abuse.

The biographies.
written by lormer in-
maulcs of the brothers”
chald-care instilutions st
Clontarf, Tardun, Bin-
doon and Castledare, re-
veal that some children
were sadly abused by a

sysiem entrusted 1o Care
for them.

Many went through
the  system  unscathed,
but for many others, a
childhood dopged by
abuse has left permanen|
scars that will never heal,

One of those men s
Kewdale author Lionel
Welsh who is seeking jus-
lige lor cruchly he says he
sufféred when he was
hrought 1o Australia
from Fngland as a boy
and becume 2 resident al
Bindoon.

Mr Welth said he was
told by the church in Ens
gland he was an orphan,

He luter found out he
had a mother, (ather and
Glher relatives in Brilain,

Como publisher
Rruce Blyth heads the
Vietims of Institutiona-
lised Cruelty and Sup-
poriers (VOICES) group

fighting for compensas
tion and crinunal charges
1o be brought against
offenders.

He said the first indi-
cation of & whitewash in
the book was the photo-
graphs, many of which
show happy smiling bovs
with & benign brother,

“We donynotsee any
boys slaving ond scalYold
with bare feel thal are
¢overed in burns [rom
lime.” he said.

“Therc are plenty of
those photographs avail-
uble. | have sccn them.™

Mr Blyth said he had
a letter lrom Dr Coldrey
admitting that he kKnew
of a brother who had
forced a boy Lo slecp with
him on many occasions.

“This is not in the
book,” Mr Blyth said.

“Can the public be-
heve this book 15 unbi-
ascd when 1 was COm-
missioned by the broth.
crs and wnllen by a
brother?”

VOICES will contin-
we 1o fight for the prose-
cution of the brothers de-
spite Thrector of Public
Prosccutions John
McKechnie's decision
nul 10 pursue |6 cascs
againsl the hrothers be-
cause the evenis took
place 40 vears ago and
individual allegations
lacked corraboration.

Mr Bivih said this
was only the [irst rcfun]._

“We are aboul (wo
vears behind Canada.
People there eventually
got what they wanted —
we'll keep fighting,” he
said

Research took months

R BARRY Coldrey, a
professional historian
| and rescarcher, hus writ-
ten 20 books Including several
ot child migration to Australia.
The Scheme — The Christian
Brothers and Childcare in Western
Australia gives detalls of the found.
Ing of the order in [reland in 1802
fur the education of peor boys.

The brothers came tv WA in
1868, By 1873, they were invited to
manage the Catholic bove in the
care of a Sublaco orphanage.

This offer was only accepted In
1897. Clontarf Qrphanuge in Man-
ning was cstablished in 1902,

The three other institutions
were gradunlly furmed so that by
the start of World War 11, the

brothers were a forinidable foree in
the cure of orphaned children.

fifth lefi years ago and was not
asked (o help with the Invest-

Rich in detail, the book—deals— gution.

with controversial [ssues In the wid-
ef histery of the crphanages.

Dr Coldrey spent months re
searching allegations made by for-
mer arphans aod was told by the
brothers te deleté names of certuin
abusers. He did this agalnst his
own wishes,

His research concluded that In
1920, only one brother; F.P. Car-
mody, had been formally charged,
tried and convicted of crimes while
serving at the orphanages.

He said there was strong evi-
dence that live brythers were mulil-
ple alfenders.

Four of those men are dead. The

Six other brothers also admitted
an offence with a teenager.

Scveral other brothers were sus-
pected of abusing thelr position of
trust.

Christisn  Brothers have se-
knowledged that seme abuses have
taken place.

A public apology has byen mude
to the men who have suffered.
Counselling programmos have been
initiated. .

An independent advisory panel,
with funds provided by the brothers,
is currenily esyessing the needs of
men who were formuer residents of
the four institutions and need help.




